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Tonight’s talk **
David Hedges : German Tunnels at Vimy

** TONIGHT’S TALK David Hedges
We were looking forward to Rob Thompson’s talk this evening but very sadly Rob cannot make it as he is very
seriously ill. We have sent him the Branch’s best wishes.
Instead of Rob I have polished off a talk on the German Tunnels at Vimy. Hope you enjoy it
And we have further casualties in the ranks : our Chairman Taff and his ever supporting friend Lyndsay have
caught the dreaded virus and have been quite poorly. They are over the worst but feel they should not attend this
evening.
***

MEET YOUR FELLOW BRANCH ATTENDEES David Hedges
Some months ago we had a regular series of articles on our regular attendees. I started this as I am conscious we
have had an almost complete turnover of attendees since we started the Branch and I don’t know even half of
who are now regulars. From experience, there’s nothing better than going on Branch trips to really get to know
people so I hope we can restart these this year.
We have amongst us Kim Smith, a professional journalist, and Kim has agreed to revive the ‘meet your fellow
Branch attendees’ entry by picking on someone each month, and if the chosen one agrees, she will interview
them and prepare an article, or they may wish to pen some words themselves. Kim’s first couple’s story appears
this month and Colin and Donna Hindley have an interesteting tale to tell.
***

THE EDWARD PACKARD & Co. MEMORIAL AND ROLL OF SERVICE - 100 YEARS ON
Kelvin Dakin

The 2nd of January 2022 marked the centenary of the unveiling of the Edward Packard & Co Memorial and Roll
of Service at their Bramford factory by Sergeant Arthur Saunders VC.
Most branch members will be familiar with the story of Sergeant Saunders who served in the same battalion (9 th
Suffolk) as Captain Charles Turner Packard MC at the Battle of Loos. Captain Packard was the grandson of the
company founder and the managing director of the Bramford Works.

COLIN GARWOOD David Hedges

***

I have just heard this morning from his daughter that Colin Garwood died on Monday. To quote his daughter :
“I take this opportunity of saying how much dad enjoyed being part of the WFA and in particular spending time
researching/writing articles and attending the monthly meetings, or going off to “Soldiers” as he referred to it!

The memorial was later removed from factory’s club room and relocated in an office block that had
been built in 1955. After the factory closed in 2003 the office block was being demolished and two
former employees rescued the memorial from probable destruction. It was later re-installed in St
Mary’s Church in 2005.
Not all the names recorded are local to the area – by this time Packards had taken over other companies or employed representatives across the eastern region. Many of the names of those who served
and survived have not yet been traced.
The newspaper article about the original unveiling is reproduced below.

Suffolk Chronicle & Mercury 6th January 1922
Bramford Works Memorial
A memorial tablet to the gallant employees at Bramford
Works who fell in the Great War and with a record of the
names of those responded to their country’s call, was unveiled in the Club room at the Works on Monday afternoon
[2nd January 1922].
The exceptionally large percentage of the men in the service
of the firm who joined the Army was, no doubt, to some extent, due to that inspiration of patriotism which, through a
long and honourable career, had characterised their chief,
now, Sir Edward Packard, whose recently acquired honour is
a source of universal congratulation.
The memorial which adorns the wall is the work of Miss E
Sylvia Packard, Sir Edward’s gifted daughter, whose artistic
design and beautiful execution of the work is, in itself, a lasting tribute to her talent.

The memorial takes the form of a mahogany panel upon which is recorded in Roman letters on a
white ground the names of the twenty-one men killed in action, and the ninety-four(1) men still
living who served their country. Above the names soars the Dove of Peace, and, and intersected
in the columns of names are excellent painted portraits of the majority of the men who died and
some poetic lines; while the pattern enclosing the names is beautifully carried out in exquisite
touches of varied colour depicting the Crown, and emblem of honour, the Red Roses of England.
The Thistles of Scotland, the Shamrock of Ireland, the Fleur de Lys of France, Columbines for
love, and Corn for Faithfulness. The inside panels of the doors, which enclose the names, bear
the full length painting of a British sentry on the one side and St George of England on the other,
in protective attitude. The whole is surmounted in the lunette by a striking pictural representation
of Britannia, watching her dead, and at the same time bestowing her blessing and thanks to the
living.
The spacious building only just accommodated the company assembled to take part in the ceremony, over which Sir Edward Packard and Major G R C Stuart CB, DL and Sergt. Saunders VC,
who performed the unveiling ceremony. Unfortunately, Lady Packard and Mrs C T Packard were
unable to be present, through illness. Letters of apology for non-attendance were received from
the Rev C W Ward, Mr C H Shipston,(2) Mr F M Shepperd.(3)
The large number of employees present included many who wore military distinctions. The relatives of the dead were provided with special accommodation. The proceedings opened with an
address from Major Stuart, after which Sergeant Saunders VC stepped forward, and taking up a
position alongside the tablet, pulled the cord, detaching the Union Jack covering the memorial,
and then he opened the doors, revealing the names. The gallant sergeant confessed that he was
no orator, but said a quotation from a speech by the great American Statesman, Lincoln, would
convey to them everything that it was necessary for him to say: “With charity to all; with malice
towards none, and with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right. Let us strive to carry on the work which we are on, and bind up the nation’s wounds; to care for him who has fought
the battle – his widows and orphans, and to do all we can to achieve and bring a just and lasting
peace amongst ourselves and all nations.”
Two buglers having sounded the “Last Post”, Major Smart read copies of the verses recorded on
the memorial, one being the well known lines by Rupert Brooke, “The Dead”, and the other from
Owen Seaman’s poems; (4)
“Rejoice, whatever anguish rend your heart,
That God has given you for priceless dower,
To live in those great times and have your part
In freedom’s crowning hour.
That you may tell your sons who see the light,
High in the heaven their heritage to take,
I saw the powers of darkness put to flight,
I saw the morning break.”
The Rev W H Lillie, Vicar of Bramford-cum-Burstall, with the Rev P Turner (Curate) then conducted a brief dedication service. The opening lines of the prayer, read by the Vicar, were:
“In the faith of Jesus Christ and in honoured memory of brave men, we dedicate this tablet, praying that the blessing of God may, for ever abide with those who erected it in all peace and consolation”
This was followed by the singing of the hymn “For all the Saints” led by the youthful surpliced
choir, who moved round the enclosed space in front of the tablet, finally rendering the concluding
verses in a circle round the memorial.

Sir Edward Packard, in the course of an explanatory address, referred at the outset to the fact that
they were indebted to his daughter, Miss Sylvia Packard,(5) for the design and execution of the
memorial. He could not, he said, conceive anything more satisfactory to the men of Bramford
Works than to see a memorial in which one of its features was the portraits of some of those who
had worked so loyally with them.
He gave a sketch of the character of the memorial design, as given above, and, coming to the
names of their comrades who had fallen, he remarked that the list was headed by that of Lieut Col
H Norrington Packard,(6) a son of his (Sir Edward’s) brother.
The service ended with the singing of the National Anthem and the sounding of the “Reveille” by
the buglers. Wreaths were deposited at the foot of the memorial by Mrs Norrington Packard,
widow of the late Col H Norrington Packard DSO. There were also wreaths from the firm and
the works staff.
Footnotes:
(1) There are actually 95 names. A “T A Spurling” (Thomas Arthur Spurling) is listed both on
the memorial and Roll of Service and seems to be an error rather than two people with similar
names. “W Thain” is recorded on the Roll of Service but actually died from the Spanish flu
shortly after returning from France in 1919. He is buried in Great Blakenham Churchyard with
a Commonwealth War Grave headstone
(2) Charles Henry Shipston was the Company Secretary for Edward Packard & Co he was a
Lieutenant in the 1st Volunteer Battalion, Suffolk Regiment. His son, Geoffrey Thomas Shipston,
served as a Captain in the 5th Leicesters.
(3) F M Shepherd is listed on the Roll of Service as a member of staff having served in and survived the war. One possible candidate is Frank Maurice Shepherd, born 1886 in Fritton, Norfolk. In 1901 he was a Clerk for GER and in 1911 a Shipping Clerk living in Norwich.
(4)“Between Midnight and Morning” by Sir Owen Seaman. The verses quoted in the article are
the second and third only.
(5) Sylvia Packard was an art teacher at the Royal School for the Daughters of Officers, Bath.
(6) Henry Norrington Packard was the only son of Henry Woods Packard and Agnes Marian
Packard (née Norrington). He served with the Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders from
18th August 1914 commanding the 117th Battery, XXVI Brigade, was severely wounded at the Battle of the Aisne on 19th September 1914 and invalided home. He returned to France in May 1915
in command of the 46th Brigade RFA and was killed in action at Arras on the 12th April 1916 being shot by a sniper.

THE WHOLE TRUCE AND NOTHING BUT … Kim Smith
Perhaps the most mythologised event of the Great War was 1914’s Christmas Truce and
the football matches that ensued along the 500 miles of front line. Although dismissed in contemporary official reports as an aberration of little consequence, it has gone down in history as a shining example of humanity amid the horror.
Our own Taff Gillingham established the first memorial to the milestone when he led the Khaki
Chums in commemorating the 85th anniversary by spending five days over Christmas 1999 in “a
very muddy hole in a very muddy field” in Belgium. The weather was so appalling, in fact, that the
bottom of their waterlogged trench “ate” the timber planks they’d installed, and several sections of
parapet collapsed.
Despite the authentic discomfort, the Chums erected a wooden cross at Ploegsteert - known to the
Tommies as Plugstreet – where Saxon troops famously played their British counterparts on the narrow strip of soil dividing the two armies.
Since then, more memorials have been unveiled, both in Belgium and in Britain. The most impressive is the full-scale bronze in Flanders sculpted by Andrew Edwards. It shows a German and British soldier shaking hands over a football.
As Edwards was inspired by the words of Liverpool band The Farm’s tribute song to the men of
World War One, All Together Now, the statue was first showcased for just a week in 2014 in the
city’s “Bombed-Out Church”, St Luke’s. However, public response to it was so great that a copy
was made for permanent display. So if Covid prevents you from taking a battlefield tour this year, a
pilgrimage to north-west England offers an interesting alternative.

Liverpool’s All Together Now statue commemorates the Christmas Truce of 1914

GET TO KNOW YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS:
DONNA AND COLIN HINDLEY Kim Smith

Colin and Donna say Richard van Emden’s recent talk held
special resonance.
The reason Donna and I like to attend the WFA meetings is because we enjoy all things military and we
both have distant relatives who bravely served during WW1, but sadly lost their lives.
Donna's great-uncle was killed in action on 14 October 1918 and is buried in Rue-Petillon Military Cemetery in France. He was Private Walter Chilvers of the 24th Battalion London Regiment. Sadly we know
very little about his military career, nor his life.
In 2013 we were fortunate enough to take Donna's parents, Ken and Marie Smith, to visit Walter's final resting place. It was a truly moving experience for Marie in particular, although she never knew her uncle.

Donna’s mum Marie at the grave
of her uncle,
Private Walter Chilvers

From my side of the family, my great-uncle John Hindley was killed in action on 28 October 1915 and isburied in White House Cemetery, St Jean-Les-Ypres in Belgium. He was Lance Cpl John Hindley of
the 9th Battalion Norfolk Regiment.
John was an underage soldier, who was only 16 when he died, so Richard van Emden’s recent talk had a
special resonance. His younger brother James, my grandfather, also joined up aged only 15 and became a
medic in the Hampshire Regiment, serving in Mesopotamia.

Colin’s great-uncle
L/Cpl John Hindley
was an underage soldier

L/Cpl’s Hindley’s grave
in Belgium

I was born and raised in Norwich and, as a child, remember my dad showing me his Uncle John's name on
a memorial. I was probably about 10. My dad was named after him when he was born 20 September 1922.
Having been born myself in 1959 and raised by my father, who served with distinction in WW2 with the
Royal Pioneer Corps, I was never too far from having an interest in the armed services. So when I left
school aged 16 in 1976, I joined the RAF in the trade of Telecoms and Signals (Trade Group 11) and served
with so much pride and joy for 23 years five months and 10 days (sorry, I always throw that in!),
While stationed at RAF Wattisham, I met Donna, whose family had moved to Suffolk from south London
when she was seven. We were married in 1981 and she has “served'” with me as a wonderful wife and
mother to our two lovely sons, Jason and Craig, ever since. I, or rather we, came out of the RAF in 1999
and settled in Stowmarket. Our sons have long since moved out, but both remember growing up as service
children here in the UK and during my three fantastic years with NATO in Naples, Italy. Upon leaving the
RAF, Jason was nine and Craig was seven. Happy days indeed! All of us feel lucky to have had that experience and memories.
Donna and I attend as many Remembrance parades and military ceremonies as we can. Since 2009 we
have visited Ypres and the surrounding area every year, never missing out on the daily Last Post Ceremony
at the Menin Gate. We always end our trip by paying our respects to my Great-Uncle John at his
grave. Having not visited since 2019, with the world being the way it is at the moment, we hope to return
over Easter this year.
That is the short version of it all. We are now looking to get actively involved with events within the
RBL. And, of course, to carry on attending as many WFA meetings as we can.

***
LEST WE FORGET Kelvin Dakin
40905, Lance Corporal John Mason Ward, 2nd Battalion, Suffolk Regiment
(Formerly 3145, Suffolk Regiment)
From the Halesworth Times and Suffolk Advertiser – 30 January 1917:

Mrs J M Ward of Fair Close Beccles has been officially notified of the death of her husband, John Mason Ward, aged 41.
A letter from a nurse in one of the base hospitals states that death resulted from pneumonia.
He enlisted in Kitchener’s Army two years ago and went out to France in November. The
war office states that he was killed in action.
Prior to the war Lance-Corpl. Ward was employed at the Caxton Press and in his earlier
years was a keen follower of football. He assisted Beccles Caxton in winning the County
Challenge Cup four times and frequently played for Suffolk in their county football matches
at the age of 17. He was also a good cricketer. He leaves a widow and seven children. One
of his boys, Trumpeter Eric Ward, is serving in Egypt.

According to surviving records L/Cpl Ward died of wounds at the 29th CCS on the 15th January 1917.
He had married Harriett Wiggett in 1898 and in 1911 he was working as a Compositor living with his
family at 34 Fair Close Road, Beccles.
He is buried at Gezaincourt Communal Cemetery Extension and commemorated on the William Clowes
& Sons memorial in Beccles bell tower (pictured) and on the Beccles War Memorial.

IWM © Helen Steed (WMR-11495)
THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD ….

Talk at the Norwich Branch
Tuesday 1 February
STEVE SMITH. ‘THE NORFOLK REGIMENT ON THE WESTERN FRONT
Our next month’s talk
Wednesday 9th February
Gary Sheffield : Hinge of the 20th Century - the aftermath of the First World War

Please send any contributions for the Branch Briefing to:
David Hedges, 99 Cliff Road, Felixstowe, Suffolk, IP11 9SA
telephone: 01394 272677 and email:david.j.hedges@btopenworld.com
Next Committee meeting: tba
Approach a committee member if you want any issue raised.

